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Justice Samuel Alito has asked a court appeals panel to consider his relationship with a woman
whose favorable ruling over an anti-abortion campaign he funded would make her his beneficiary.
Ms. Justice's father, who is an octogenarian, has a small business and has “bad health,” according to
the court filing, and her son is about to earn his pilot’s license. The justices want to know what to do
with the woman’s proceeds, and have thrown in $16 million in gifts to them. “For decades, the
justices have made gifts to family members, with the understanding that they would donate the gifts
to charitable organizations,” Justice Stephen Breyer wrote in a Wednesday, April 11, letter to the
court’s three other justices. “The family’s circumstances are difficult, but those circumstances are
not a question of a failure to pay taxes or some other violation of the Code of Conduct,” Mr. Breyer, a
longtime friend and former classmate, wrote. Mr. Alito’s 81-year-old mother is not a member of the
court, but an anti-abortion group that Mr. Alito has funded and which is represented by the same
lawyer who is making the case that it is appropriate for the justices to make gifts to the woman'’s
family to pay her lawyer. The justices have also asked the eight-member court of appeals to weigh
in. The justices have turned down appeals this month by two conservative Christian legal activists,
arguing that it is too far removed from the political process for the courts to get involved. Ms.
Justice’s lawyer, Kannon K. Shanmugam, told the court he doesn’t have any financial interest in the
case — except for his fees, which are minimal. Mr. Alito — who was a law clerk for Justice Clarence
Thomas at the time of the case — “retired from active practice in 1997 and has since devoted
himself to the study of law in his free time,” his lawyer said. He also noted that Justice Thomas had
nothing to do with the case and that he has a “strong track record of donating to charitable causes.”
Mr. Breyer’s response
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