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it provides the framework for the production and transfer of ideas, particularly those that are
local in character. 'knowledge' here is to be construed in a very broad way: it includes not only
information which is either embodied in a cultural artefact or produced by teaching methods
which are socially embedded in a specific culture, but also the implicit knowledge that is
inseparably a product of social activity. (olson 1988: 272) educational philosophy can be
identified as a form of social knowledge. education is also (in a less studied sense) about the
making of social agents, the type of selves that are to be raised and trained by educational
agents. (watson 2005:60, quoting williams) since education plays an important role in the
making and shaping of human beings, and in the process of creating social agents, it follows that
society has an interest in the content of education and the methods used to produce individuals
with particular sets of values and beliefs, and forms of human subjectivity. language is a medium
of transmission for ideas, knowledge, and actions of many sorts. if language is a medium and not
a sign, then its expression contains another dimension, namely, what the person who uses the
medium says and does. the first phase of the project involved a rapid review of materials used in
six selected products and was conducted in two weeks in three cities: chicago, london, and
guangzhou. then a review of the environmental impact of the six products was conducted in the
same cities, using two sets of experts: one in the materials field and the other in the
environment field. findings were compiled and presented in the form of a materials and
environmental review of the same products, with benchmarking against local material and
environmental profiles, which highlighted those products with less sustainable options, compared
to products evaluated in cities where the project's environmental team had not been active. this
session will identify critical areas where ces edupack can be strengthened to better equip
educators. it will also reflect on the use of materials assessment in engineering education and
the potential of ces edupack for teaching and learning.
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