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Pakeezah (1954) — This was a classic musical, with Meena Kumari at the height
of her career. The genre of the film would give the impression that her role was

nothing out of the ordinary. But, there was a remarkable change in Meena
Kumari from this film to Pita Sa Kaun Tha, from a matinee idol to an actress who

would mature and grow with time. The film has some performances that are
downright astonishing, although some of them are lost in the memory. Noon
Maata (1962) — The playback singer Lalita Hans and Meena Kumari shared a

stage in this film. Lalita played the role of a character who is ‘God’s Spirit’ in her
prayers. The style of this film is completely different. The film has some

impressive performances that were adequate, but its songs aren’t remembered
today. The film is completely different from these other films that were of 1952

onwards. Mughal-e-Azam (1960) — This film, too, was dominated by the
controversy surrounding the classic dance number enacted by Meena Kumari on

the sets. This Bollywood hit was shot in the Mughal-e-Azam style in the
wonderful countryside scenery of Pakistan. Shailaja (1982) — One of the best

films of contemporary Indian cinema, this is a truly moving love story. It is set in
the mid-1970s in India; the period, too, when there was a kind of grey around

the nation. It is a film that searches for the soul of the nation and Meena Kumari
as a character. Thefilmwaslaunchedin February 2019, with Adivi Seshinside

theleadoperate.Thefilmis produced by actorMahesh Babubeneathhis studioG.
Mahesh Babu Entertainment, in a collaboration withSony Pictures Indiaand A+S
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