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Human rights groups and country-specific NGOs have condemned an
incident in which a group of civilians – armed with iron bars – were
stopped on their way from the village of Salim to Bucharest, as they
tried to take part in the anniversary of the 1989 anti-government
protests. Dossiţa, a Romanian NGO advocating for human rights in
relation to Roma and Sinti, the country’s largest minority, confirmed
that they received information of more than 200 men attempting to
take part in the commemorations on January 21. According to the
NGO’s press release, the men gathered at the village of Salim, near
the North-East city of Iaşi, where they formed a human chain, forming
a route to the capital city Bucharest. “We regret that on 21st January,
the 200 people who took part in this patriotic action were prevented
from their march and subjected to attacks from the police,” the press
release reads. In the weeks preceding the event, villagers were
contacted by local officials who told them that they were not allowed
to take part in any such manifestations during the celebrations.
Images of the incident were posted on social media. One of the
villagers, Serafim Moroşteanu, told local media that he was beaten
while in custody by Romanian police. In 2015, Bucharest’s European
Capital of Culture, Iaşi was allowed to commemorate the first
anniversary of the anti-government demonstrations, despite vocal
opposition from Romanian authorities. Around 85,000 people took
part in the event, with thousands risking physical injury,
imprisonment and detention to take part in protests against unfair
taxes, poor living standards and corruption. In the lead-up to the first
anniversary, similar protests were held in other cities across the
country. In December 2017, the organisers of the event were detained
by police and a warrant was issued for the arrest of President Klaus
Iohannis. Following the incident in Salim, the Iaşi police department
issued a statement claiming that they would take strict measures to
prevent the demonstration from taking place. The statement did not
mention the use of violence against protesters. The Council of Europe
has been “appalled” by the use of violence by the Romanian police
against protesters in the country. Three Iaşi residents who were
arrested and beaten on January 21 were later released for lack of



evidence. Another nine of the protesters were
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